
 

From Mrs. Mills 

D A T E S  T O  

R E M E M B E R  

March  17, 24, 

31—Early Release 

 

March 8-13—

Spring Break 

 

March 18-19 - 

Early Release 

 

April 2 - 

District Recess 

 

April 7, 14, 21, 28 

Early Release 

 

May 5, 12, 19, 26  

Early Release 

 

May 27—Last Day  

For Students 

 

  

  

From Miss. Costello 

D E S E R T  C A N Y O N  

E L E M E N T A R Y  

1 0 2 0 3  E .  M M R  R O A D  

4 8 0 - 4 8 4 - 1 7 0 0  
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We are incredibly grateful of the overwhelming support for our DCES Amazing Race!  Your 

generosity is greatly appreciated, and the money raised will make a difference for our North 

gate entrance enhancements.  Thank you to our PTO and Krista Kotsovos for continuing our 

Amazing Race tradition! Our Cubbies enjoyed their challenges and we even had a special 

visit from our very own Melvin.   

Parent teacher conferences will be the week we return from Spring Break.  As a reminder, 
March 17th, 18th, and 19th are all early release days and their will be no safe place to learn after 
school.  Please make arrangements for your student to be picked up at 1:15 p.m. on our three 
early release days.  If you are in need of childcare, Kids Club has an option for free offered 
through Community Ed.  

If your family is choosing to travel during Spring break, we ask that you voluntarily quaran-

tine your student for a 10-day quarantine. Please notify our front office and your child’s 

teacher as soon as possible if you are choosing to self-quarantine. Once you notify your 

child’s teacher, they will provide instructions for online learning. 

Have a safe and wonderful Spring Break! 

I hope our DCES community has a wonderful 
Spring Break, and is able to take time to relax, 
unwind and be with family. When we return 
from Spring Break we will enter into 4th quarter. 
Students in grades 3-5 will begin state testing at 
the end of March until the end of April. Each 
grade will complete a subset for writing, reading 
and math as part of AzM2 state testing require-
ments. Our 5th grade students will also be taking 
their state test for Science. DCES teachers will 
communicate to parents on what days students 
will be testing, as well as volunteers to bring in 
individually packaged healthy treats to enjoy 
during their testing days. Please communicate 
with your child’s teacher if you wish to bring in 
healthy items, as we ask that parents drop them 
off at the front office. DCES campus will be 
sharing a positive growth mindset to our stu-
dents during this testing window. I hope every-
one has a wonderful Spring Break! 

 

 

 

 

As a reminder, it is expected that all 
individuals wear a mask on school 
grounds.  See the attached map for 
school ground areas. School 
Grounds. We appreciate your contin-
ued support in efforts to keep our 
campus healthy and safe.  

     Mask Up! 

  

https://www.susd.org/Domain/3272
file:///C:/Users/bmclaughlin/OneDrive - Scottsdale Unified School District/Documents/Mask Wear Expectations.pdf
file:///C:/Users/bmclaughlin/OneDrive - Scottsdale Unified School District/Documents/Mask Wear Expectations.pdf
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Ms. Kar—our Char-

ros Teacher of the 

Year! 

1st Grade 

2nd Grade 

Kindergarten 

 

March is going to be a fun and exciting month for our 2nd graders. In math, students will 

be learning how to subtract numbers within 1,000 and will begin measuring and            

estimating different lengths. In CKLA, students will be continuing Unit 5 and the Sir Gus 

reader. This Unit of Study is focused on having students understand the five W’s,         

describing characters and the major events in a story, and understanding points of view 

when reading a fictional story. In Science, we are going to be concluding our Unit of 

Study on Air and Weather. Lastly, in Social Studies, students will be introduced to the key 

events and individuals of the American Revolutionary War in preparation for discovering 

more about the War of 1812  

First graders were fascinated by American symbols. They took an interactive tour of the 
White House and loved learning about important national symbols. Notable historical 
figures such as Dr. Martin Luther King and Rosa Parks were the focus of our units of 
study, as we celebrated Black History Month. We were busy researching and gathering 
facts for our informational Bio-buddy project. Our reading series Kate’s Book, introduced 
us to multi-syllable words and took us on many fun adventures. Students learned many 
strategies for adding double digit numbers with regrouping. To celebrate Chinese New 
Year, the Mandarin students learned the story and song of the Chinese zodiac animals, 

made a paper puppet of the Ox, and made a paper-cut of the Chinese character 春 which 

means spring. 

We are buzzing with excitement to begin our Plants and Insects science unit.  

P A W  P R I N T  N E W S  

Kindergarten has been learning more about presidents past and present, and are now 
on to investigating our home - the DESERT! In CKLA we have been really ramping up   
reading and the children are doing a great job as we are focusing on the digraphs - ch, sh, qu 
and the 2 sound for th.  In Math we are practicing counting numbers 15-18. We have been 
doing so well at recognizing 10 by sight and count up to 10. Soon we will start learning and 
compare numbers to 20. In Mandarin we have been reviewing Mandarin words we have 
learned about as well as practicing saying different sentences: “I want, I do not want.” “I like. 
I do not like.” We have been describing objects with the words we learn, also. “One green 
apple. One red strawberry.”  



3rd Grade 
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3rd grade is ROCKING it this month! We have been learning a lot about our great state of Arizona. We 
celebrated Arizona’s birthday, which was on February 14th, wrote about different locations in Arizona, 
and we are working on wrapping up our Arizona animal reports soon. We have a pretty amazing state 
with lots of amazing things to learn about. In Math, we have been learning a lot about Fractions and in 
Science, we have been learning more about sound and light. In Reading, our CKLA units have taken us 
all the way back to the Vikings and up in to outer space. We have also been completing an author study 
of Beverly Cleary by enjoying a couple of her amazing books. Another big celebration we enjoyed this 

month was the Chinese New Year - 新年快乐. 3rd grade is a big year, with lots of big learning by our 

amazing students over the past few weeks. We are excited for our next adventures in the 4th quarter after 
Spring Break.  

The 5th grade has been very busy this year, but especially in quarter 3! In Language Arts, we 
just completed our graphic novel, Rapunzel’s Revenge which focused on figurative language 
and compare and contrast of characters. Currently we are reviewing evidence when writing, 
theme, and grammar.  
In Social Studies we've been studying government and the 3 branches. To apply the information 
the students in both Social Studies classes had a Mock Trial on Al Wolf and The Three Pigs. 
The students were split into 3 groups, Defense, Prosecution, and Legislature. Every student had 
a role, and the jury determined if Mr. Wolf was innocent or guilty!  
In Science the students are prepping for the 5th grade state test. They are currently working on 
Mixtures and Solutions which is our Physical Science unit. Next up, our unit on Environments!  
5th grade Math has been nonstop all year! We’ve been working hard on addition and subtrac-
tion of fractions with common and uncommon denominators. They are now using those skills 
to master the multiplication and division of fractions. 

Our amazing fourth graders have been hard at work while having fun during the month of 

February.  They have been researching famous early American explorers and produced 
beautiful foldables with facts and pictures to reflect their knowledge.  Students read literary work that 
focusing on the theme of perseverance.  They continued with this topic as they read about African Ameri-

can bold freedom fighters, inventors, and scientists, and created posters to present to their peers.  Their 
talents continue to amaze us!  In Math, after spending substantial time on fractions and relating them to 

decimals, students are moving along to understanding measurement equivalence in both metric and      
customary units.  We are proud of our fourth graders for giving their best on the district benchmarks and 

are excited to see their continued progress. 

4th Grade 

5th Grade 

 



Registration is now open for the 2021-22 school year 

for our Pre-K (4 year olds) and Preschool (3’s) pro-

grams. Please see www.susd.org/communityed for 

program information, tuition, and registration.  

 

 

 

Dear Families/Staff: 

Please remember I am here to help you figure out re-
sources if you are ever in need. All communication 
with me, your Community Specialist, is ALWAYS 
private and confidential. 

If you are having trouble with utilities, rent, food, or 
other services, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
Desert Canyon Middle School. 

The number is 480-484-4600. You can leave me a 
private message if you so wish and I will return your 
call as soon as possible. 

In these needy times, please remember that we as a 
community, are here to help each other. 

Thank you and have an awesome Spring Break!!! 

Luz Dicono-McClenny (Miss Luz) 

 

Pre-K and Preschool News 

Early Release Days—every 

Wednesday at 1:15  

Stu-Go News From our Community Specialist 

This year DCES StuGo has organized three fundraisers 
and put together ideas for each spirit week. The first event 
was a canned food drive in November that helped bring 
food to those in need through the Phoenix St. Jude Food 
Bank. Our families helped donate six large moving boxes 
of food items for this event. The second fundraiser was 
over the December holidays, where they organized a Holi-
day Toy Drive to donate to local children’s hospitals. 
These toys were donated to the Phoenix Children’s Hospi-
tal and St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Their cur-
rent fundraiser called Penny Wars. StuGo members had to 
research local organizations that they thought were de-
serving of a donation. The students narrowed it down and 
voted on two organizations they felt would benefit the 
most. They selected Foothills Animal Rescue and Feeding 
America – Arizona. Their goal is to raise $1,000 and do-
nate $500 to each organization. Due to COVID-19, the 
Parada del Sol has been cancelled so StuGo members will 
not be marching in the parade. 

Help us to welcome our 

new Front Desk  staff 

member,     Cristina Mal-

donado.  Cristina will be 

the person who greets you 

when entering our new 

front entrance.  She is a 

mom of two boys, one at 

DCMS, and one at Red-

field.  Welcome to our 

Desert Canyon Communi-

ty!! 


